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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A computer implemented method comprising: 
retrieving an enhanced presence ping bit; 

identifying that the enhanced presence ping bit is 
enabled, wherein the enablement of the enhanced 
presence ping bit corresponds to an enhanced presence 
ping mode; 

collecting enhanced status information based upon the 
identification; and 

sending the enhanced status information to an access 
point over a wireless network. 



method of claim 1 further comprising: 
determining that a timer is enabled, the timer 
corresponding to a time at which to send the enhanced 
status information; 

detecting that the enabled timer has expired; and 

performing the collecting and the sending in response 
to the detecting. 




The method of claiViPi further comprising: 
receiving a ping request from the access point; and 

performing the collecting and the sending in response 
to receiving the ping request. 



im ^l\^erel^tY 



The method of claim 1 wherein the enhanced status 
information is selected from the group consisting of a 
total packet number, a signal strength, and a system 
power state. 
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1 5. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

2 receiving an enhanced presence ping control packet 

3 from the access point; and 

4 enabling the enhanced presence ping bit in response to 

5 receiving the enhanced presence ping control packet. 

1 6. The method of claim 5 wherein the access point is 

2 adapted to send the enhanced presence ping control 

3 packet in response to receiving an administrator 

4 request from an administrator, and wherein the access 

5 point is also adapted to provide the collected 

6 enhanced status information to the administrator. 

1 7. The method of claim 1 wherein the wireless network 

2 functions as a shared transmission medium. 

1 8. An information handling system comprising: 

2 one or more processors; 9'^^^ 

3 a memory accessible by the processors; ^cV 

4 one or more nonvolatile storage devices accessible by 

5 the processors; 

6 one or more registers; 

7 one or more timers; and 

8 a enhanced presence ping tool for providing enhanced 

9 status information, the enhanced presence ping tool 

10 comprising software code effective to: 

11 retrieve an enhanced presence ping bit from 

12 one of the registers; 
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13 identify that the enhanced presence ping bit 

14 is enabled, wherein the enablement of the 

15 enhanced presence ping bit corresponds to an 

16 enhanced presence ping mode; 

17 collect enhanced status information from one 

18 of the nonvolatile storage devices based 

19 upon the identification; and 

20 send the enhanced status information to an 

21 access point over a wireless network. 

1 9. The information handling system of claim S^wherein the 

software code is further effective to: \^ 
determine that one of the timers is enabled, the timer 
corresponding to a time at which to send the enhanced 
status information ,- 

6 detect that the enabled timer has expired; and 

7 perform the collecting and the sending in response to 

8 the detecting. 

4 I 10. The information handling system of claim 8 wherein the 
v> 2 software code is further effective to: 

3 receive a ping request from the access point; and 

ft 4 perform the collecting and the sending in response to 

receiving the ping request. 

1 11. The information handling system of claim 8 wherein the 

^ 2 enhanced status information is selected from the group 

3 consisting of a total packet number, a signal 

4 strength, and a system power state. 
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1 12. The information handling system of claim 8 wherein the 

2 software code is further effective to: 

3 receive an enhanced presence ping control packet from 

4 the access point; and 

5 enable the enhanced presence ping bit in response to 

6 receiving the enhanced presence ping control packet. 

1 13. The information handling system of claim 12 wherein 

2 the access point is adapted to send the enhanced 

3 presence ping control packet in response to receiving 

4 an administrator request from an administrator, and 

5 wherein the access point is also adapted to provide 

6 the collected enhanced status information to the 

7 administrator. 

1 14. A program product comprising: 

2 C computer operable medium}iaving computer program code, 

3 the computer program code being effective to: 

4 retrieve an enhanced presence ping bit; 

5 identify that the enhanced presence ping bit 

6 is enabled, wherein the enablement of the 

7 enhanced presence ping bit corresponds to an 

8 enhanced presence ping mode; 

9 collect enhanced status information based 

10 upon the identifying; and 

11 send the enhanced status information to an 

12 access point over a wireless network. 

1 15. The program product of claim 14 wl^e^n the software 

2 code is further effective to: 
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3 determine that a timer is enabled, the timer 

4 corresponding to a time at which to send the enhanced 

5 status information; 

6 detect that the enabled timer has expired; and 

7 perform the collecting and the sending in response to 

8 the detecting. 

1 16. The program product of claim 14 wherein the software 

2 code is further effective to: 

3 receive a ping request from the access point; and 

4 perform the collecting and the sending in response to 

5 receiving the ping request. 

1 17. The program product of claim 14 wherein the enhanced 

2 status information is selected from the group 

3 consisting of a total packet number, a signal 

4 strength, and a system power state. 

1 18. The program product of claim 14 wherein the software 

2 code is further effective to: 

3 receive an enhanced presence ping control packet from 

4 the access point; and 

5 enable the enhanced presence ping bit in response to 

6 receiving the enhanced presence ping control packet. 

1 19. The program product of claim 18 wherein the access 

2 point is adapted to send the enhanced presence ping 

3 control packet in response to receiving an 

4 administrator request from an administrator, and 

5 wherein the access point is also adapted to provide 
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the collected enhanced status information to the 
administrator. 

20. The program product of claim 14 wherein the wireless 

network functions as a shared transmission medium. 
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A computer^ imp! pmentfrri method comprising: 

retrieving an enhanced presence ping bi t; I'ty. —{y ^ 

i dentifying that the enhanced presenrppina bit is 
enabledr~wherern^tJ*^enablement of th£__enhajiced 
p resence ping brfe— eeyf esponds to an en hanced p resenc e 



ping mode ;^ 



-collet i IT 



A 



anrpH gt-^t- U g i nformation based upb 




identifica tion; and / X . 

T~ j 

sending^the enhanced status information to an access 
p oint over a wireless network . ^ 



(2 A The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

. — - determining that a timer is enabled, the tim er 



\ 



corresponding to a time at which to send the enhanced 

status information ; 




detect ing that the enabled time r has expired; and 
performing the collecting and the sending in response 



to the detecting. 




The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
r eceiving a ping request from the access po int; and 

performing tfrg mi lectina and t he sendi ng in response 
to receiving frhe ping request . £ ^,o^ \- 



The method of claim 1 where in^the— e nhanced status 
information is selected fromf 



K 



t 




group consisting of^a 



tot^al parkP>t- nnmhftr f a si gnal strength, and ^a system 
power state . 
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1 5. T he method of claim 1 further comprising: 

2 receiving pr^^cpH prpoonro pjgg control p *ck^ 

3 from th e access p oint: and C ] 

4 enabling the enhanced presence pingjoit in response to 

5 receiving^ frdge^en jianced presence ping control packet . ^ 



4 




j 



retrieve an enhanced presence ping bit from 



The method of claim 5 wherein the access point is 

2 adapted to send t he enha nced prp.gpnrp pi ng control 

3 ^fiacJcet in r^ponse t^receiving an administrator 
request ft^m- j^y administratorT ^an d wherein thj ^a ccess 

5 point is also adapted to provide the collect'ed^^^ 
<z ■ ■ C/y 

6 ^enhance d^status informa tion to the administra tor. 0 ^ 

-^L\ 7. The method of claim 1 wherein the wir eless network 
2 functions as a shared transmissi on mediu m. f~ . \ .-^ 

C Ac< \ 7^ 

1 8. An information handling system comprising: ~- ^ 

2 one or more proc essors; 1 

— ^ 

3 _a memory accessible by the processors ; 

4 one or more nonv ol atile^Loxage devices accessible by 

6 _one or mo_re registers ; * / 

7 j/ pnjeLjQr-jnore, timers A and 

8 a enhan ced presence^ina tool for providing en hance d^ 

9 s tatus informati on, the ^enhanced presence p in g tool 
10 comprising software code effective to: 



12 one of the registers; 
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13 identify that t he enhanced presence ping bit 

14 is enabled, wherein enablemen t of the 

15 enhanced presence pihg— pi t correspondsT o an 

1 6 enh anced presence ping mode: ~^\/ 

17 collect enhanced status information f rom ♦oiie^ 

18 of the nonvolatil e storage devices based 

1 9 upon tp a identification; and 

20 send the enhanced status informatio n to an 

21 access point over a wirele ss netw ork ^^nt 

- — ■ — > 

■ " " " 

1 9. ThR info rmahinp handling system of claim 8 wherein tJag. 

2 so ftware code is further effective to: 

3 determine that one of t he timers^ is enabled, th e^timgr 

4 corresponding to a time at which to send t he enhance d 

5 s tatus informatj^ ; 

6 detect that the enabled tim er has expired; and 

7 perform the collecting and the si ding in response to 

8 the detecting. - 



1 10. The information handling system of claim 8 wherein the 

2 s oftware code is further effective to: ~~ 

3 " receive a ping requ est from the access point; and ^i. 

— - — — — V 

4 perform th e^ collecti ng and the ^sendin g in response to ^ 

5 receiving the ping request . 



1 11. The information handling system of claim 8 wtereinUi^ 

2 enhanced status information is selected fron^ Ufe gr oup 

3 consisting of a t-ot-*i p*r»]cpj^jiumber a s ignal 

4 strength, and a system power state. ~ 



i 
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1 12. The information handling system of claim 8 wherein the 

2 software code is further effective to: "~~ 

3 receive anTenhanced presenc e ping con trol packet from 

4 the access point ; and 

5 enable ~the enhance d presence ping b it in response to 

6 receiving tj*£ enhanced presence ping control packet. 



1 13. T he_ information handling system of claim 12 wherein 

2 th e access poin t is adapted to send th e en hanced 

3 p resence ping control packe t^ipr-^sponse to receiving 

4 an administrato r request f rota^g* ^^ and 

5 wherein th e access poin t is also adapted to provide 

6 the-collected enhanced status information to the 

7 administrator. 

1 14. J^u-pr^gr^m product^ comprising: 

2 computer operable medium having computer program code, 

3 th e computer program code being effective to: 

4 ' retrieve an enhanced presence ping bit ; 

5 identify that t he enhanced presence -ping bit 

6 is enabled, wherein ^^-^oablement of ^^s. 

7 enhanced presence pirreH^xt corresponds ttr^ji 

8 enhanced pre sence ping mo de; 

* ■ ■ * — — — — — — . 

9 col enhanced sta t us information based 

10 upore-jpfe identifying; and 

11 send the enhan ced status informati on to an 

12 a ccess p oint over a wireless Tretwo rk . 

1 - 

1 15. The program product of claim 14 whereiCii^e^^ 

2 code is further effective to: 
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3 determine that a timer is enabled, t he t imer^ 

4 corresponding to a tim e at which to send^the enhanced 

5 status information; "~ " — * 

6 detect that the enabled timer has expired; and 

7 perform the collec ting and th e sendin g in response to 

8 . the detecting. 

1 16. The program fixod uc^ of claim 14 wherein tfte g?oft:war^ 

2 code i s further effective to: 

3 receive a ping request from the access point ; and 

4 perform the_ = gollecti ng and the sendin g^ in response to 

5 receiving the p ing reques t. 



1 17. T he program product of claim 14 whergM, t he enhanced 

2 st atus information is selected f ron^t^jgroup" " 

3 consisting of a t-ot-al p acket number , a signal^ 

4 strengt h, and a system power state . 

1 18. T he program product of claim 14 wherein the software 

2 code is further effective to: 

3 receive a n enhanced presen ce ping cont rol packet from 

4 the access point; and 

5 enable th e enhanced presence ping bit in response to 

6 receiving the enhanced presence ping control packet . 



1 19.. The program produc t of claim 18 wherein the acce ss 

^ . , * — 

2 -point is adapted to send the enhanced presence ping 

3 c ontrol packet in response to^eceivin c^ an 

4 administrator r equest f romJ^QS^inistrator , and 

5 wherein th e access poji nt is also adapted to provide 
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6 t he collected enhanced status informat ion to_the^ 

7 administrator. — 

1 20. Th e prog ram product of claim 14 wherein t he w ireless 

' — ~" — — ^^^^^^^ 

2 network irimctions as a shared transmission medium. 



